Favorite Passages
[image: image6.jpg]



      Let your light shine before men 
              that they may see your good works and 
                    glorify your Father in Heaven.” -- Matthew 5:16
..nothing between us and God, our faces shining with the brightness of His face…
And so we are transfigured much like the Messiah, our lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and we become like Him.  -- 2 Corinthians 17-18
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May God, our Father and our Master Jesus, clear the road to you!  May the Master pour on the love so that it fills your lives and splashes over on everyone around you.  May you be infused with strength, purity, and filled with confidence in the presence of God. -- Thessalonians 3

That Your love will flourish and that you will not only love much, but well. Learn to love appropriately.  Use your head and test your feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent. Live a lover’s life – a life Jesus will be proud of, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God. -- Philistines 1:9-12
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Do everything readily and cheerfully…Go out into the world a breath of fresh air.  Provide people with a glimpse of good living and the living God…Carry the light-giving message into the night. -- Philistines 2:14-16
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We carry this Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives…He puts a little Heaven in our hearts, so that we’ll never settle for less. That’s why we live with such good cheer, cheerfully pleasing God, regardless of our conditions. We’re Christ’s representatives. We didn’t fence you in. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively! Don’t become partners with those who reject God. Let’s make a clean break of everything that defiles or distracts us, both within and without. Let’s make our entire lives fit and holy temples for the worship of God.  -- 2 Corinthians 4
It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.  Receive and experience the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, deep, deep within yourselves.  -- Philistines 4
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..woven in a tapestry of love…minds of confidence and at rest.. treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Now live Him. -- 2 Colossians 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6

[image: image5.jpg]



Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. Proverbs 3:3-4

You don't know the first thing about tomorrow. You're nothing but a wisp of fog, catching a brief bit of sun before disappearing. -- James 4:14

Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. -- Luke 5:16
Be still and know that I am God. -- Psalm 46:10
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. -- Philippians 4:13
There is no one on Earth who does what is right all the time and never makes a mistake. 
-- Ecclesiastes 7:20 
Father,

Reveal who you are.

Set the world right.

Keep us alive with three square meals.

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. -- Luke 11:2-4

I will guide you along the BEST pathway for your life. 
     I will advise you and watch over you. -- Psalm 32:8
Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourself. -- Philistines 2:3
You will remember your sins and cover your mouth in silence and shame when I forgive you of all that you have done, says the Sovereign Lord. -- Ezekiel 16:63
Before the Passover celebration, Jesus...now showed the disciples the full extent of His love...the Father had given Him authority over everything...So, He got up from the table, took off His robe, wrapped it around His waist, and poured water into a basin. Then, He began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel He had around Him...(He asked) 'Since I, The Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other's feet. I have given you an example to follow...You know these things. Now do them! That is the path of blessing.' -- John 13:1-7
Don’t Assume You Know It All. -- Proverbs 3:1-12 

Good friend, don’t forget all I’ve taught you; take to heart my commands.
They’ll help you live a long, long time, a long life lived full and well.

Don’t lose your grip on Love and Loyalty.

    Tie them around your neck; carve their initials on your heart.

Earn a reputation for living well in God’s eyes and the eyes of the people.

Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own.

Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go;

he’s the one who will keep you on track. Don’t assume that you know it all. 

Run to God! Run from evil!

Your body will glow with health, your very bones will vibrate with life!

Honor God with everything you own; give him the first and the best.

Your barns will burst, your wine vats will brim over.

But don’t, dear friend, resent God’s discipline; don’t sulk under his loving correction.

It’s the child he loves that God corrects; a father’s delight is behind all this. – Proverbs 3
5 What we are telling you now is the very message we heard from Him: God is pure light, undimmed by darkness of any kind. 6 If we say we have an intimate connection with the Father but we continue stumbling around in darkness, then we are lying because we do not live according to truth. 7 If we walk step by step in the light, where the Father is, then we are ultimately connected to each other through the sacrifice of Jesus His Son. His blood purifies us from all our sins. 8 If we go around bragging, “We have no sin,” then we are fooling ourselves and are strangers to the truth. 9 But if we own up to our sins, God shows that He is faithful and just by forgiving us of our sins and purifying us from the pollution of all the bad things we have done. 10 If we say, “We have not sinned,” then we depict God as a liar and show that we have not let His word find its way into our hearts.

The word “sin” has virtually disappeared from modern conversation. Afraid of sounding judgmental, we call sin something else—a mistake, an addiction, a tendency, a bad decision—and ignore it as normal and natural behavior. But John is calling the church to a radical holiness where those in the church will regularly remember their sins and seek God’s forgiveness. Each sin, small and large, injures us or someone else; it imprints on our soul, makes us imperfect, and separates us from the perfect God. If we confess our sins to God each day, then He will purify our hearts and draw us closer to Him.

You are God’s representative on Earth. When you follow the Word of God & allow Him to work in your life, you are letting your light shine. When you are good to people & show them kindness -- even when they don’t deserve it -- you are shining your light. When you smile & keep a good attitude -- even when things don’t go your way -- you are setting an example so that people will glorify God in Heaven. Notice this scripture says, “They will see your good works…”  People aren’t impressed by our knowledge, or what we say; people are drawn to God by our good works.

Ask the Lord to show you ways to share His goodness with others. Look for opportunities to let your life shine everywhere you go – at home, at work, in the grocery store, in a parking garage, in a hospital, running errands, anywhere & everywhere. There’s always an opportunity to be an example of God’s goodness. As you do, it will bring honor & glory to God. When you honor Him, He always honors you. He will continue to pour out His abundant blessing in every area of your life.

Father in Heaven, thank You for trusting me to be your representative on Earth.  Show me ways to reflect Your goodness to others. Use me today everywhere I go for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, amen.
"I made her. She is different. She is unique. With LOVE, I formed her in her mother's womb. With LOVE, I fashioned her with great joy.  I remember with great pleasure the day I created her. (Psalm 139: 13-16)  I LOVE her smile. I LOVE her ways. I LOVE to hear her laugh and the silly things she says and does.  She brings Me great pleasure.  This is how I made her. (Psalm 139:17) I made her pretty, but not beautiful, because I know her heart and she would be vain.  I wanted her to search out her heart and to learn that it would be Me in her that would make her beautiful, and it would be Me in her that would draw friends to her. (1 Peter 3:3-5) I made her in such a way that she would need Me.  I made her a little more lonesome than she would like to be, only because I need her to lean and depend on Me.  I know her heart.  I know if I had not made her like this, she would go her own chosen way and forget Me, her Creator. (Psalm 62: 5-8) I have given her many good and happy things because I LOVE her. (Psalm 34:11 and Romans 8:32) Because I LOVE her, I have seen her broken, hurt, and the tears she has cried alone.  I have cried them with her and had a broken heart, too. (Psalm 58:6) Many times, she has stumbled and fallen alone only because she would not hold My hand.  So many lessons she has learned the hard way because she would not listen to my voice. (Isaiah 66:2) So many times, I have sat back and sadly watched her go her merry way alone, only to watch her return to My arms, sad and broken. (Isaiah 66:2) Now she is mine again. I made her and then bought her because I LOVE her. (Romans 5:8) I have to reshape and remold her -- to renew to what I had planned for her to be. It has not been easy for her or Me. (Jeremiah 29:11) I want her to be conformed to My image. This goal I have set for her because I LOVE HER! (2 Corinthians 2:14)
My personal prayer to God: Dear Jesus, Please grant me a mind full of wisdom to use as needed today, mindful of my actions as well as the needs of others in my path…Please grant me the eyes to seek opportunities to share &  reflect Your love, joy &  beauty with others – not to give glory or praise to myself, but to bring You ultimate glory – for others who may know You, or draw others (who don’t yet know You) closer.  Please help me to hear the needs of others, so that I may act upon them.  Please place love on my tongue, so that I may speak lovingly always.  Please remain in my heart, so that I may do – and be – all that You created me to be.  Grant my feet the ability to walk alongside others, using Your footsteps as a guide.
HELP ME TO BE AN ENOURAGER TODAY.

HELP ME TO BE A GIVER OF LIGHT.

Lord, please help me to share, show and reflect Your Love, Your Joy, and Your Beauty to others.  Let it splash over everyone I encounter today & always.  Let it splash not to bring me glory or acclaim to me, Lord, but to draw others to You – those who know You, those who may not yet know you, and to those who are currently refusing to recognize who You are.
